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Nation and Narration in Europe:
Language, Culture and Identity in the Pursuit of Europeanisation

Bovec, July 13 - 27, 2025

In the period following the Second World War and the defeat of Nazifascism, European
countries that joined the European Union and its predecessor institutions have
experienced a relatively stable period of widespread economic prosperity and social well-
being. Implementing peace, democracy, the rule of law, and a stable market economy
that respects workers’ rights has contributed to this achievement, along with a social
welfare system that guarantees citizens human rights and freedoms along with access to
education, healthcare, and social protection, especially for vulnerable groups. All these
factors have fostered entrepreneurship, innovation, and creativity while concurrently
supporting the political, economic, and social emancipation of women and minority
groups. The European integration process lies at the core of these achievements. Whilst
the European Union would require reforms in many aspects, it is now being questioned in
its entirety by narratives that oversimplify complex social phenomena and economic
problems. Most of these reductive tendencies share a nationalistic approach that frames
economic and social problems as solely national problems and cultural conflicts,
spreading divisive narratives based on fear and ressentiment.

Nationalism should not be equated with nation-building, national liberation movements,
or 19th-century liberal movements. As an ideology, nationalism promises a simple but
unrealistic salvation: if we have one nation, one language, and one culture in one state
and close our borders to the others, all problems will magically disappear. It generally
promotes a patriarchal perspective, representing a regression in gender equality. It often
has racist elements and tends to identify scapegoats whose exclusion would apparently
resolve all societal issues; in the present context, these groups include refugees, migrants,
Muslims, the LGBTIQ+ persons, and feminists. As to the European Union: One objective of
most nationalist, far-right movements is to dismantle it. However, how can individual
states tackle complex challenges such as economic crises, climate change, limited
resources, terrorism, data, Al, cyber-attacks, and fake news? The capacity of individual
European states to contend with the resurgence of aggressive imperialistic politics, in
combination with hybrid warfare, election sabotage and misinformation — as evidenced
by Russia’s current political agenda and ongoing invasion of Ukraine — remains unclear.

Questions abound here: How did we get here? Is it all due to historical amnesia or once
again to the politics of fear and envy? Are our political systems to blame, too? And why do
so many people support far-right movements? Why are such movements denying equal
treatment of women and the recognition of minorities currently popular? Other questions
relate to potential future developments and actions: What can be done and how can we
address these issues? Nationalism seems to address emotions and affects rather than
rationality: How can such simple narrations be counteracted so that we can focus on
complex economic, social problems?
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Universities have an integral role to play in answering these questions, especially as anti-
science attitudes grow. Through research, teaching and sharing knowledge, they develop
ideas and methods that support democracy, the rule of law, human rights, diversity, and
peace.

The Bovec Summer School plays a vital role in these efforts, with its 2025 edition focusing
on the question of agency and potential action areas. Guiding the edition is the question:
What narrative of the nation can foster Europe’s peace project, democracy and wellbeing,
and integration? We will explore how language, politics, culture in its various
manifestations, communications, and diplomacy support democracy, freedom, economic
and social wellbeing, and diversity. We will address issues such as multilingualism, cultural
heritage, the politics of remembrance, and the hybrid and interconnected nature of
cultures.

The Bovec Summer School is located in the Alps-Adriatic region, a crossroads of three
distinct linguistic families (i.e., the German, Slavic, and Romance) and a microcosm of the
European continent, reflecting its history of both conflict and cooperation. The region’s
history has shaped it into an interconnected territory, making it a valuable study of
language, culture, and geopolitics. Deliberately situated within the triangle border region
of Sloveniaq, Italy, and Austria, the Bovec Summer School reflects the region’s historical,
linguistic, cultural, and political characteristics. It also expresses a commitment to
cooperation and transcending divisive boundaries. It is based on the idea that borders
can be more than simply barriers; they can also create opportunities for interaction and
discovery, inspiring curiosity about what lies outside these limits. This unique initiative is a
collaboration between seven universities across four countries: Klagenfurt, Ljubljana,
Koper, Trieste, Udine, Rijeka, and Osijek. It offers a five-language curriculum: German,
Slovene, Italian, Croatian, and Furlan. Since 1994, the Summer School has provided a
unique cross-border space, with its dynamic combination of multilingualism in practice, a
transcultural approach, and a historical awareness of the devastating effects of war, the
fruitful impact of peace, democracy, and cooperation.

In times of the re-emergence of political positions that were thought to have been
rendered obsolete in the post-1945 era in Europe, the Bovec Summer School aims to equip
its participants not only with linguistic proficiency, transcultural concepts, and
multidisciplinary scientific insights but also with the confidence and empowerment to
address the significant challenges we face today.

Klagenfurt, February 17, 2025

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Cristina Beretta M.A.
Scientific Director of the International Summer School Bovec



SUN 13.07.2025 Summer school
e 16:00-17:30 Bovec

Arrival in Bovec

e 18:00-19:00

Summer School Bovec Welcome and Check in
e 20:30-21:30

Get - Together

MON 14.07.2025
e 9:00 - 9:30
Summer School Bovec 2025 Official Opening
e 9:30 -13:00
Intensive Language Courses
e 14:30 - 16:30

Anja Medved: Reflections on Film, Memory,
and Borderlands

e 16:35 - 18:30

Guided walking tour of Bovec (SLO/EN)

Excursion leaders:
Miha Kodermann (Univerza na Primorskem)
Horst Ragusch (Alpen-Adria-Universitat Klagenfurt)

TUE 15.07.2025
e 9:30 - 13:00
Intensive Language Courses
e 15:00 - 18:00

Opening Lecture and Discussion

Cristina Beretta (Alpen-Adria-Universitat Klagenfurt):
“Nation and Narration: The Case of Literature”

WED 16.07.2025
e 9:00 - 13:00

Intensive Language Courses
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WED 16.07.2025 Summer school
e 15:00-18:00 Bovec

Workshop Session |

Viadimir Wakounig (Alpen-Adria-Universitat
Klagenfurt):
“Linguizismus als Sprachrassismus”

Damian Mandelc (Univerza v Ljubljani):

“Evropska ideja proti politikam strahu: Cezmejne in
manjsSinske skupnosti v obdobju nacionalizma,
dezinformacij in krize demokracije”

Mattia Zulianello (Universita degli Studi di Trieste):
“Capire il populismo”

Iris Spajié (Sveugiliste Josipa Jurja

Strossmayera u Osijeku):

“lzmedu svjetova: Migracije, granice i jezik u
suvremenoj drami”

e 20:30 - 21:30

Talk with Friulan Author Gianluca Franco

THU 17.07.2025
e 08:00
Departure from Hotel Alp Bovec
e 09:30-13:00
Guided tour of Nova Gorica/Gorizia (EN)
e 13:00-14:30

Lunch at the University of Trieste,
Gorizia Campus

e 14:30-16:00
Visit and Workshop session at the University of

Trieste, Gorizia Campus

Simone Arnaldi: “Science Diplomacy,
cooperation and competition”

e 16:30-18:00

Visit and Workshop session at the University of
Udine, Gorizia Campus

Iris Jammernegg: “European Capitals of Culture
- an effective tool for promoting EU values or
just another tourist marketing ploy? Let's dive
int”

e 18:30
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Departure from Gorizia/Nova Gorica




FR118.07.2025 Summer school
« 9:00 - 13:00 Bovec
Intensive Language Courses
e 14:30 - 19:00
FREE AFTERNOON
e 20:30

Bovec Cultural Evening Programme

SAT 19.07.2025
e 9:00 - 13:00
Intensive Language Courses
e 15:00 - 18:00

Language Café

SUN 20.07.2025
e 9:00 - 19:00
FREE DAY
e 20:30

Summer School Bovec & Municipality of
Bovec Cultural Evening Programme
On the Paths of Europe

MON 21.07.2025
e 9:00 - 13:00
Intensive Language Courses
e 15:00-18:00
Workshop Session Il

Jérg-Uwe Nieland (Alpen-Adria-Universitat
Klagenfurt):

“ldentifikation und Integration im und durch Sport.
Analysen der Narrative zu Nation(en) und
Transnationalitdt in Sportfilmen”

Aleksandra Melansek (Univerza na Primorskem):
“Ekonomija za ljudi: vpogled v ekonomsko besediscCe
in narative svobode”

Elisabetta de Giorgi (Universita degli Studi di Trieste):
“La destra radicale in Europa e le questioni di genere”

Franka Blazié (Sveuciliste u Rijeci):
“Mit, narativ i identitet kroz fenomen MPT-a”
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TUE 22.07.2025 Summer school
e 9:00 - 13:00 Bovec

Intensive Language Courses
e 15:30 - 18:30

Half Day Excursion to the KluZe Fortress
Exkursion leader:
Tanita Stulc (Obé&ina Bovec)

WED 23.07.2025
e 9:00 - 13:00
Intensive Language Courses
e 15:00 - 18:00
Alps-Adriatic Quiz

THU 24.07.2025
e 9:00 - 13:00
Intensive Language Courses
e 15:00-18:00

Workshop Session Il

Claudia Brunner (Alpen-Adria-Universitéat
Klagenfurt):

“Geschlecht und Nation. Eine dynamische
Langzeitbeziehung”

UrSula Cebron Lipovec (Univerza v Ljubljani):
“Balkanska pot: raziskovanje znanih in manj
znanih pojmob”

Gianluca Volpi (Universita degli Studi di Udine):
“L'ansia russa nell’Europa di oggi”

Damir Marinié (Sveuciliste Josipa Jurja
Strossmayera u Osijeku):

“Uloga narativa u izgradnji i odrzavanju osobnog
i kulturnog identiteta”

e 20:30

Bovec Cultural Evening Programme

FRI 25.07.2025
e 9:00 - 13:00
Intensive Language Courses
e 15:00 - 18:00

Final Discusion: Learnings & Feedback
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FRI 25.07.2025 Summer school
. 20:30 Bovec

Bovec Cultural Evening Programme
SAT 26.07.2025

e 9:00 - 13:00

Intensive Language Courses

e 16:30-18:30
Closing Ceremony
e 20:30

Bovec Cultural Evening Programme

SUN 27.07.2025
e 9:00

Departure from Bovec

o O

Die Finanzierung des Sommerkollegs Bovec 2025 erfolgt durch:
Poletno §olo Bovec 2025 (so)financirajo:

| corsi universitari estivi di Bovec 2025 sono stati finanziati da:
Ljetnu Skolu u Bovecu 2025 financiraju:

La Scuele d'istat di Bovec 2025 e je stade (co)finanziade di:

e Bundesministerium fur Frauen, Wissenschaft und Forschung

e Alpen-Adria-Universitat Klagenfurt

e Univerza v Ljubljani — Filozofska fakulteta

e Univerza na Primorskem

e Universitd degli Studi di Trieste

e Universita degli Studi di Udine

e SveuciliSte u Rijeci - Filozofski fakultet u Rijeci

e Sveuciliste Josipa Jurja Strossmayera u Osijeku - Filozofski
fakultet Osijek

e Amt der Karntner Landesregierung |/ Volksgruppenburo

e Obc¢ina Bovec

e Ka&rntner Universitatsbund

e SENG Nova Gorica

e KELAG
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Wir danken unseren Partner:innen und Sponsor:innen fuar
die Unterstitzung!
Zahvaljujemo se nasSim partnerjem in sponzorjem za
podporo!
Ringraziamo i nostri partner e sponsor per il supporto!
Zahvaljujemo nasim partnerima i sponzorima na podrsci!
O ringraciin i nestris parteners e i sponsors pal so

supuart!



