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Figurative Thought and Language 8 

FTL8 

English Department, University of Klagenfurt 

July 9 – 11, 2025 

 

Programme 

 

https://www.aau.at/en/english/conferences/ftl8/ 

 

Wednesday, July 9 
 

18:00 – 20:00 Conference Warming Musil-Haus (Bahnhofstraße 50, 9020 
Klagenfurt) 
 
 
 

 

 

Thursday, July 10 
 

08:00 – 08:45 Registration on-site 
 
 

University of Klagenfurt (Main building – 
“Zentraltrakt”), foyer [signposted] 

https://www.aau.at/en/english/conferences/ftl8/
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08:45 – 9:00  Conference Opening 
 
 

Lecture Hall 1 (“HS 1”) 

 

9:00 – 10:00 Keynote: Jeannette Littlemore 
Ambiguous metaphoricity and emotional experiences: Allowing room for 

flexibility 
Chair: Marta Degani 

Lecture Hall 1 (“HS 1”) 

 

10:00 – 10:30 Coffee Break 
 
 

Room Z.1.08 

 

Parallel Sessions 1 

 HS 1  
Theme Session 1: On 
Marginal and Neglected 
Figures  
Convenors: Angeliki 
Athanasiadou and Herbert L. 
Colston 

HS 2 
Theme Session 2:  Shades of 
Meaning – Figurative 
Thought and Language in 
Color Expressions 
Convenors: Julia Salzinger 
and Verena Minow 

HS 3 
General session 
Chair: Arne Peters 

Z.1.09 
General session 
Chair: Kateryna Pilyarchuk 

10:30 – 11:00  Di Palma & Masini: 
Exploring the emotional 
perception of oxymorons 

Denecke: 
Cultural canvas: Color 
metaphors in English and 
French idioms 

Pavlopoulou: 
LLMs and Figurative 
Language: progress, 
problems and production 

Petronella Szabó & Varga: 
Brussels, the bully. 
Figurative framing in Viktor 
Orbán’s rhetoric during the 
2024 Hungarian EU Council 
Presidency 
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11:00 – 11:30  Brdar & Brdar-Szabo: 
Penaldowski, Penaldo, 
Penzema, Pessi, Penalah, 
Mbappenalty and Kanalty as 
“sportmanteunomasias” 

Salzinger: 
Scented hues: Figurative 
cross-over of the senses 

Papitsch, Onysko, Rasse & 
van der Horst: 
Transfer in the learning of 
idioms: What is the role of 
metaphor? 
 

Kryvenko: 
Is Ukraine the breadbasket 
or the shield of Europe? 
Identity metaphors in 
parliamentary discourse 
from a comparative MD-
CADS perspective 

11:30 – 12:00 Karali: 
Oxymoron and the art of 
negation 

Minow: 
Fire down below: Exploring 
fire and temperature in 
lipstick names and color 
descriptions 

Degani, Stemle, Imrich, Gajic 
& Onysko: 
Challenges of annotating 
metaphors in the New 
Zealand Stories Corpus 

Zumrutdal Semeniuk: 
Figurative aspects of new 
vocabulary in the war-time 
media discourse: Ukrainian 
case 

12:00 – 12:30 Panther & Thornburg: 
Figure-ground reversal in 
the margins: Modes, 
methods, motivation 

Müller: 
“Paint it black”: Color 
symbolism in popular music 
genres 

Dalpanagioti: 
Metaphor Task Bank: From 
conception to 
implementation 

Biscetti: 
“The bone-rotting vice of 
envy”: English metaphors 
for envy between past and 
present 

 

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch Break 
 
 

Z.1.08 

 

Parallel Sessions 2 

 HS 1 
Theme Session 1: On 
Marginal and Neglected 
Figures 
Convenors: Angeliki 
Athanasiadou and Herbert L. 
Colston 

HS 2 
Theme Session 2: Shades of 
Meaning – Figurative 
Thought and Language in 
Color Expressions 
Convenors: Julia Salzinger 
and Verena Minow 

HS 3 
General session 
Chair: Marta Degani 

Z.1.09 
General session 
Chair: Nicole Imrich 
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13:30 – 14:00 Colston, Estephan & 
Taralson: 
Proverbs: Metaphorical 
objectivity toward the goal 
of sociality 

Bencheikh & El Habib: 
Cultural Diversity in 
Figurative Processes: A 
Prototype Theory Approach 
to Moroccan and English 
Color Proverbs 

Pilyarchuk & Graf: 
“We Are the Weaker 
Vessel”: Defining the 
Woman’s Place in Instagram 
Tradwife Discourse 

Xiao & Jiang: 
Unpacking the Intertwine 
between Figurativity and 
Grammar in Mandarin Dui-
Speech Construction: 
Access-Activation Analysis 

14:00 – 14:30 Athanasiadou:  
Is iconicity a neglected 
figure? 

Conclusion of theme session Field: 
Metaphor and Trans Lived 
Experiences on Reddit 

De Rossi & Biagetti: 
HEAT-related metaphors 
across time and genres: 
examples from Sanskrit 

14:30 – 15:00 Ruiz De Mendoza Ibáñez & 
Lozano-Palacio: 
The ironic grounding of 
sarcasm, antiphrasis, 
prolepsis, and banter: A 
cognitive-pragmatic 
exploration 

 Stanojević & Šarić: 
A zoranism to rule them all: 
which evaluative metaphors 
in public discourse produce 
more user comment 
responses? 

Wiben Jensen, Julich-
Warpakowski & Høgenhaug: 
“When the keystone is set”. 
The negotiation and 
development of metaphors 
of self-protection and self-
development in 
psychotherapy: A case study 

15:00 – 15:30 Peña-Cervel & Ruiz de 
Mendoza Ibáñez: 
Types of contrast operation 
in lexical blends: The case of 
hyperbolic and oxymoronic 
blends 

 Daniel: 
Professional translators’ and 
translation students’ 
awareness of metaphor 
when translating and post-
editing 

Frings: 
Figurative and non-
figurative conceptions of 
loss, grief, and coping in 
German and English 
picturebooks: A multimodal 
cognitive account 

 

15:30 – 16:00 Coffee Break 
 
 

Z.1.08 
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Parallel Sessions 3 

 HS 1 
General Session 
Chair: Alexander Onysko 

HS 2 
General Session 
Chair: Arne Peters 

HS 3 
General Session 
Chair: Kateryna Pilyarchuk 
 

Z.1.09 

16:00 – 16:30 Ahuja: 
Visual Metaphors in the 
Bollywood Film Gangubai 
Kathiawadi 
 

Bort-Mir: 
A War in My Head: The 
Emotional Impact of War 
Metaphors on Individuals 
with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder Level 1 

Konieczna, Duda, Kopecka, 
Mormol-Fura: 
Figuration as an 
argumentation strategy in 
the portrayal of doctors as 
social actors in Polish 
medical conspiracy 
discourse 

 

16:30 – 17:00  Apokatanidis: 
Figurativity and mental 
illness in sculpture 

Kljajevic, Kirmess & Šarić: 
Comprehension of proverbs 
in non-fluent aphasia 

Kuczok: 
Sweat and tears – Pot i łzy”: 
Metaphor and metonymy in 
the semantics of tears and 
sweat in English and łzy and 
pot in Polish 

 

 

17:15 – 18:15 Keynote: Raymond W. Gibbs 
Are Myths Really Metaphors? 

Chair: Alexander Onysko 

Lecture Hall 1 (“HS 1”) 

 

19:00 – 21:00 Conference Dinner 
 
 

Boat tour and dinner on the lake 
(“Wörthersee”) 
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Friday, July 11 
 

08:30 – 09:00 Registration on-site 
 

University of Klagenfurt (Main building 
– “Zentraltrakt”), foyer [signposted] 
 

 

9:00 – 10:00 Keynote: Annalisa Baicchi 
Patterns of creativity in language and thought: A look at proverbs and 

snowclones 
Chair: Marta Degani 

Lecture Hall 1 (“HS 1”) 

 

10:00 – 10:30 Coffee Break 
 

Z.1.08 

 

Parallel Sessions 4 

 HS 1 
Theme Session 3:  
Expanding the Toolkit: 
Exploring Psycholinguistic, 
Quantitative, and 
Computational Methods in 
Studying Figurativeness 
Convenors: Amy Han Qiu 
and Nina Julich-
Warpakowski 

HS 2 
General Session 
Chair: Nikola Dobrić 

HS 3 
General Session 
Chair: Nicole Imrich 

Z.1.09 

10:30 – 11:00  Filippatou: 
FINDING MEANING IN A 
HAYSTACK: On How Vision 

Egg: 
Extended metaphors in 
dialogue 

Berberović, Delibegović 
Džanić & Hadžibeganović: 
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and Language Models 
Process Figurative Language 

Recycling the figurative 
garbage in American 
political discourse 

11:00 – 11:30  Boisson & Camacho-
Collados: 
How can Large Language 
Models help metaphor 
annotation in corpora? 

O’Dowd: 
Investigating uses of 
metaphor and metonymy in 
environmental advocacy and 
activism discourse and their 
effects on audience 
engagement 

Lazović: 
Money in the hands of MPs: 
The analysis of money 
metaphors in British and 
Serbian parliamentary 
discourse 

 

11:30 – 12:00 Amy Han Qiu & Howes: 
An experimental approach 
to the effects of irony in 
conversation 

Leone: 
Metaphorical 
representations of climate 
change in the UK 
Newspapers Corpus: A short-
term diachronic study (1998-
2021) 

Vogiatzis: 
Metaphoric corporate and 
brand identity: A case study 

 

12:00 – 12:30 Hull: 
Identifying patterns in 
metaphorical meaning 
dynamics 

Törmä, Johansson Falck & 
Boström: 
Figurative Meaning-Making 
in Popular Science Books on 
Outer Space 

Zhang: 
A Corpus-based Study of 
Metaphors of Cancer and 
Covid-19 Prevention in UK 
Newspapers 

 

 
12:30 – 13:30 Lunch Break 

 
Z.1.08 

 
Parallel Sessions 5 

 HS 1 
Theme Session 3:  
Expanding the Toolkit: 
Exploring Psycholinguistic, 
Quantitative, and 

HS 2 
General session 
Chair: Carina Rasse 
 

HS 3 
General session 
Chair: Marta Degani 
 

Z.1.09 
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Computational Methods in 
Studying Figurativeness 
Convenors: Amy Han Qiu 
and Nina Julich-
Warpakowski 

13:30 – 14:00 Zhang: 
Prosody in spatial 
metaphorical constructions 

Čelhar: 
“Like an Idea of Paradise”: 
Similes and narration in The 
Handmaid’s Tale 

Winter-Froemel: 
Dynamics of figurativeness: 
semantic bleaching vs. 
remotivation in wordplay 

 

14:00 – 14:30 Julich-Warpakowski: 
I see what you are trying to 
do. Siehst du, der kann 
schon Englisch. Investigating 
metaphor use in German-
English bilingual children 

Chen & Cheng-Hsien Chen: 
A Corpus-based Exploration 
of Emotion Related Concepts 
in Mandarin Pop Song Lyrics 

Jeon & Colston: 
The Emotional Mechanisms 
of Verbal Irony: Focus on 
Figurative Devices and 
Korean Emotions 

 

14:30 – 15:00 Jaff: 
Quantitative approaches to 
studying metaphor in 
holocaust oral histories: 
Issues in corpus compilation 
and sample analysis 

Christou: 
How do people use 
metaphors in their lived 
experience narratives of 
trauma, through expressive 
media: art, expressive 
writing and story writing?  
An in-depth case study 

Deignan, Littlemore, 
Semino, Daniel & Field: 
Young people, figurative 
language and criticality 

 

 
15:00 – 15:30 Coffee Break 

 
Z.1.08 

 
15:30 – 16:30 Keynote: Herbert L. Colston 

Seeing metaphor in context: New insights from a family of meaning-makers 
Chair: Carina Rasse 

Lecture Hall 1 (“HS 1”)1 

 
16:30 – 16:45  Conference Closing Lecture Hall 1 (“HS 1”) 



9 
 

 


