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Along with their diagnostic purposes, fetal images produced through
ultrasound have attained a central place in our visual culture. Their iconic
power continues to create dissent and debate, not least because of the bio-
ethical issues they raise. Already the first practitioner applying ultrasound
in obstetrics (lan Donald from the 1950s in Glasgow) advocated for using it
not just for therapeutic purposes, but also to give pregnant women visual
testimonies of the life of their fetuses with the aim of discouraging decisions
to interrupt a pregnancy. This deployment would later become mandatory
in some Western countries, and it remains so to this day (e.g. in the US).
But both the anti-abortion positions using ultrasound scans as photographs
in this way, and the feminist critiques arguing they are in fact photographic
manipulations of reality, take it for granted that ultrasound machines provi-
de more or less transparent visual access to the fetus. The first part of this talk will thus address
fetal visualization: the relationship between technologies that make it possible to ‘see’ the inside
of a body (of the pregnant self] and the perceived constitution of another human being (the fetus).
By exploring how this new model of image-making impacts the way pregnant people undergo
screenings, and deploying a post-phenomenological and enactivist framework, it will then be
shown that bioethical issues arising from ultrasound technologies are tied up with the kind of
Images they produce.
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