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Stéphanie Ruphy is Professor in Philosophy of
Science at the Ecole normale supérieure — Uni-
versité PSL in Paris. She holds a PhD in As-
trophysics (Sorbonne University) and a PhD in
Philosophy (Columbia University). Much of her
work concerns the unity or plurality of science
debate and the role and organization of science
in democratic societies. She is the President of
the European Philosophy of Science Association
(EPSA) and she is also currently the Head of the
French Office for Research Integrity.

www.stephanieruphy.com

Abstract:

More and more researchers are becoming po-
litically involved, for instance in climate and en-
vironmental sciences. This raises several epis-
temological and political issues. In this talk, | will
propose first a mapping of the different forms
that political engagement of researchers can
take today in our democratic societies. Activism,
involvement in public debates, expertise for de-
cision-makers, participation in citizen science
projects, steering research, etc.. for each of
these forms of commitment, | will examine their
possible tensions with expectations of science
in terms of scientific integrity, impartiality and
neutrality. This presupposes a clear understan-
ding of what these expectations should be in a
democracy.
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