
 
 

 
 

Der Arbeitsbereich Erwachsenenbildung und berufliche Bildung lädt ein zum ONLINE-
Gastvortrag (in englischer Sprache) von Professor Lyn Tett  

(Huddersfield and Edinburgh, GB) zum Thema 
 

Adult Basic Education and Social Justice 
 

am Donnerstag, den 3. Dezember 2020, 18.00 bis 19.30 Uhr 
 
This presentation will first discuss what is meant by equality and argue that the dominant ‘equality 
of opportunity’ conceptualisation of equity that assumes that we live in a fair society is seriously 
flawed. Instead I will use the social justice lens offered by Nancy Fraser (2008) and her concepts 
of redistribution (when people are not exploited or denied an adequate standard of living), 
recognition (when people are treated with respect for their cultural practices and not stereotyped) 
and participatory parity (when political procedures, institutions and practices make participation 
easy), to think through both the enduring inequalities experienced by learners and also the 
possibilities opened up to them. Using examples from ABE programmes in Scotland I will show 
the importance of using pedagogical approaches that build on the knowledge that participants bring 
as well as using a distance-travelled method of assessing progress based on the learners’ own goals. 
This social justice approach to adult education can lead to positive changes in the recognitive sphere 
whereas learners had previously experienced institutionalised patterns of disrespect and lack of 
esteem in both the education system and in their everyday interactions.  I will also highlight how 
issues of distribution and recognition interpenetrate causally because increases in learners’ self-
confidence, brought about by being treated with respect, have enabled them to go on to further 
education or to gain employment thus enabling some action in challenging economic 
discrimination.  Creating a democratic curriculum so that learners are seen as having the right to 
make decisions about their lives can lead to action at the family, community and political levels so 
changes have also been made in moving towards more equity in the sphere of participatory parity. 
All this adds up to an education that shifts the focus onto the systemic and contextual factors that 
operate to limit democratic participation whilst simultaneously ensuring that individuals’ personal 
and social circumstances do not interfere with their potential. 
 
Lyn Tett is Professor Emerita at the Universities of Huddersfield and Edinburgh. She has been 
involved in adult literacy and numeracy since 1979 initially as a practitioner in a rural area of 
Scotland, then as a policy advisor in a national organisation, and since then as a researcher. Her 
most recent research has focused on the role of adult education in promoting social justice. Her 
latest book, ‘Resisting neoliberalism in education: local, national and transnational perspectives’, 
(edited with Mary Hamilton) was published in 2019 by Policy Press. 

 

Wir ersuchen um Anmeldung an bettina.karpf@aau.at bis Montag, den 23. 
November 2020. Die angemeldeten Teilnehmer*innen erhalten im Anschluss 
den Link zum virtuellen Raum sowie Unterlagen der Vortragenden zur 
Einsichtnahme und Vorbereitung auf den Online-Vortrag.  

 


